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Our MissionWe seek to enhance the lives of uninsured and underinsured school-aged children by 

facilitating free immediate access to medical, dental, vision and mental health care.
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Joins CVHN!

Childrenôs Volunteer Health Network, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) faith-based, nonprofit organization that relies solely on private donations. 

Santa Rosa Beach, Florida - August 20, 2009 -
Childrenôs Volunteer Health Network is diligently 

preparing for a very busy season of providing 

immediate free access to uninsured and underinsured 

children in Walton and Okaloosa Counties.With 

several exciting events that have recently taken place 

within the organization, headquartered in Santa Rosa 

Beach, CVHN is on the move!

The ñJust for Grinsò Mobile Dental Clinic (MCD) is 

preparing to take to the roads of Walton County, and 

will be traveling to all seven (7) elementary schools 

during the 2009-2010 school year.ñThe MDC served 

936 children last year, each without access to 

traditional dental care.CVHN anticipates that weôll 

serve even more children during the school year that 

begins next week.Because of the current state of the 

economy and other contributing factors, we believe that 

many more children may now be on free and reduced 

lunch, which is the way we identify children in 

need,òstated CVHNôs Client Care Coordinator, Tess 

McLaughlin.

Aboard the big blue bus, each child participating in the 

program receives an exam, x-rays, professional teeth 

cleaning, fluoride treatment and sealants when 

necessary.They are each given a toothbrush, 

toothpaste and dental floss as well as individual oral 

hygiene instruction.Through a $99,000 grant from The 

Blue Foundation for a Healthy Florida, CVHN will be 

staffing a part-time dentist aboard the bus this school 

year, as it begins its new Restorative Care 

Program.Children that are in need of more critical 

care may receive this care aboard the MDC in addition 

to regular cleanings and education. 

McLaughlin went on to say, ñWe know that if we start 

talking to these kids about oral hygiene now, they are less 

likely to have future dental problems.Kids that were once 

afraid of the dentist now love it, because the óJust for Grinsô 

MDC is a fun place to become healthier!ò

CVHN and The Blue Foundation for a Healthy Florida held 

a check presentation on Thursday, August 13th at 

ResortResaleon Highway 98 in Santa Rosa Beach.The 

ñJust for Grinsò MDC was there, and donors and friends of 

CVHN had an opportunity to take tours while listening to 

the musical talents of Sawmill Gravy and the 

Biscuits. CVHN is seeking volunteers to help operate the 

program throughout the school year.If interested in 

working with children aboard the Mobile Dental Clinic bus, 

please call 850-622-3200 or visit www.cvhnkids.org.

Opportunities for volunteerism with CVHN are available 

throughout Walton and Okaloosa Counties.

Pictured L to R  - Ed Lugo, Tricia Carlisle-Northcutt, 

Susan Wildes, Lisa Shorts-Pitel

Special Thanks to Heartworks Kids for joining our Just for 
Grins Mobile Dental Clinic in the 4th of July Parade in Seaside while 

handing out dental ñgoodiesò from CVHN! HeartworksKids was designated 

as an opportunity for children and their parents to directly give back to their 

community in what they call "giving opportunities". The kids are encouraged 

to share their ideas about possible giving opportunities and it is the parent's 

role to help bring those ideas to fruition. Adults bring giving opportunities to 

us as well and, in that circumstance, the children are given the opportunity to 

brainstorm to find a giving opportunity in those situations.

At HeartworksKids, they believe children's hearts are pure and full of love. 

They give unconditionally and with true compassion. 

Our Newest Provider

Dr Catherine Marcantonio

A Childs Story

Just For Grins, MDC

Citgo Fueling Good

Thank Youto the Sandestin 

Hilton for donating a portion of 

their proceeds from the Starry 

StarryNight event to CVHN!

http://www.cvhnkids.org/


People who drink 3 or more sugary sodas daily have 62% more dental decay, fillings and tooth lossItôs A Fact:

Cottages for Canines 2009You may be asking, ñWhatôs all 

the barking about?òIf you joined 

CVHN at The Village of 

Baytownewharf from September 

17thïSeptember 27th, then you 

know! Our first ever ñDoggie 

Dreamhouseò event, Cottages for 

Canines, was a huge 

success!Much like CVHNôs 

annual Cottages for Kids 

fundraiser, the doghouses built for 

the puppy variation of the event 

were something to be seen!This 

fundraiser, at which doghouses 

were sold and auctioned, was held 

in conjunction with the Ultimate 

Air Dog Southern 

Championship.Many thanks go to 

the local builders, architects and 

artists who donated their time, 

materials and creativity to our 

cause.Because of these partners 

CVHN will be able to serve a 

greater number of children in 

Walton and Okaloosa 

Counties.Jon Kazak, Vice 

President of the CVHN Board of 

Directors, Chairman of Cottages 

for Canines, and Co-owner of 

Dixon-Kazek Construction, with 

the assistance of co-chairs Susan 

Breeden and Ann Stone, was a

master in planning each detail of 

the complex project.ñIt really is 

all about serving the children in 

Childrenôs Volunteer Health 

Network, Inc. is pleased to 

announce that Alice Stapleton, a 

native of Sautee-Nacoochee, 

Georgia has joined the 

organization as Executive 

Director. In Santa Rosa Beach 

since early August, Alice has had 

an opportunity to experience the 

organizational culture of

CVHN. ñI couldnôt be happier to 

have been given the chance to 

serve such an amazing 

nonprofit,ò stated

Cottages for Canines Update! 

Something wonderful happens when 

charities come together!  A very special 

delivery of three amazing dog houses 

was made to AlaquaAnimal Refuge.  

ñMove it Overé. Roverò was donated 

on behalf of CVHN through donations 

from Dr Priscilla Fowler and Keri and 

Greg Atchley of Design-360. 

Two additional houses were donated in 

loving memory of Meghan Burkhart-

Smith.  ñPaw Watchò (a lifeguard shack 

inspired house) was chosen for Meghan 

and her love of the water. ñHeaven ón 

Earthò was also given to the pooches 

with Meghanôs memory in mind.  

ñMeghan was an avid supporter of 

Alaquaand this is something that would 

have made her very happy,ò states 

mother Becky. The donation came from 

Meghanôs mother Becky Burkhart-Smith 

and her sister Chelsea Burkhart-Smith.

Pictured L to R ïKim Pall, Alice Stapleton, 

Susan Breeden, Laurie Hood, Chelsea 

Burkhart -Smith, Becky Burkhart-Smith

strategic planning, human 

resource training and 

teambuilding, and program 

design and 

implementation.She is 

currently pursuing her MS in 

Nonprofit Management at 

Northeastern University in 

Boston. Stapleton has served 

nonprofits and family-focused 

businesses such as United 

Way, YMCA, Sautee-

NacoocheeCommunity 

Association, Harper Joy 

Theatre at Whitman College, 

CATCo Kids Theatre 

Company, and Gymboree 

Play, Music, and Art.Alice 

lives in Seagrove Beach with 

her two dogs: Zeus, an Italian 

Greyhound, and Bella Bean, a 

Dachshund. Her spare time is 

spent traveling, writing, and 

lounging in the sun.

Welcome Alice!

our community. At CVHN we 

want to make sure that all 

children have access to a doctor 

and a dentist when they need 

it. This is only one example of 

the good works that CVHN is 

doing in our community,ò stated 

Kazek. Local merchants were 

also most supportive.Tommy 

BahamaôsRestaurant graciously 

hosted the Cottages for Canines 

Kick-Off Party. LumpyôsWine 

Bar provided assistance and 

discounts to CVHN patrons 

during the live auction held on 

the final day of the event, as 

well. The event raised more than 

$18,000, which will help support 

the efforts of CVHN in your 

community! Several of these 

ñPuppy Palacesò were purchased 

by our supporters and then 

donated to local animal shelters 

and rescue facilities. ñSeveral 

houses went to AlaquaAnimal 

Refuge,ò said Kazek, ñand we 

are so happy to see that 

organizations can come together 

to make exciting things 

happen.òThe project would not 

have been possible without the 

large numbers of volunteers who 

helped make this a fun and 

successful event.

Keep your ears perked for 

details to come about our 

next Cottages event: 

Cottages for Kids will be 

held in May 2010 in 

Rosemary Beach. We hope 

to see you there.Thanks to 

all who participated in 

Cottages for Canines 

2009! CVHN extends its 

gratitude to you!

Stapleton.ñWorking with 

children and families is my 

greatest passion, and I am 

looking forward 

to being a part of providing 

healthcare access to the children 

in our area.ò Stapleton comes to 

SOWAL and CVHN from 

Americus, Georgia where she 

acted as Executive Director for 

New Horizons Habitat for 

Humanity. With thirteen years 

nonprofit experience, Stapleton is 

sure to take CVHN to the next 

level. ñThe Board of CVHN has 

said they are ready to grow, serve 

more children, and become an

even stronger organization.I 

plan to help get them there,ò said

Stapleton.With a BA in 

Nonprofit Management from 

Reinhardt College, Stapleton also 

consults nonprofit organizations 

all around the Southeast on topics 

such as resource development, 



Just for Grins 
Begins its Second Year

The Just for Grins Mobile Dental Clinic 

Program is excited to begin its second year 

providing preventive dental care to children 

on the free or reduced lunch program in 

grades pre k-3 at Walton County 

elementary schools.

CVNH had a very exciting and busy 

summer. We were the first ever winners of 

the Fueling Good Contest sponsored by 

CITGO. The grand prize was $2500 worth 

of gas to fuel the Mobile Dental Clinic for 

its travels in Okaloosa and Walton 

Counties.  

The Blue Foundation awarded Childrenôs 

Volunteer Health Network a very generous 

grant for the Just for Grins Mobile Dental 

Clinic Program. It will allow us to hire a 

part time dentist and assistant who will 

provide simple restorative treatment to the 

children in greatest need. 

The Mobile Dental Clinic participated in 

many community events this summer.  It 

was part of the July 4th parade at Seaside, 

attended back pack events at two area 

churches.  September 8th at Destiny 

Worship Center in Freeport we provided 

tours of the Mobile Dental Clinic and 

distributed 400 goody bags containing 

toothbrushes, floss and toothpaste. 

September 16th we visited Mary Esther 

Methodist Church and handed out goody 

bags to 125 children. At both events we 

also gave toothbrushes and dental literature 

to the parents. 

We want to express our thanks and 

appreciation to all who have contributed 

and supported the Just for Grins Mobile 

Dental Clinic Program. We feel blessed and 

privileged to be able to make a difference in 

the lives of these children. We are looking 

forward to another great year and canôt wait 

to get to the schools to see those precious 

smiling faces!!

Denise Johnston, RDH

Childrenôs Volunteer Health Network, Inc.

Mobile Dental Clinic Program Manager

and attended the University of West Florida 

where she received her Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Biology.

Following her undergraduate studies, she 

attended the University of Florida College of 

Dentistry and received her DMD 

degree.She then completed one year in a 

General Practice Residency at the VA 

Hospital, also in Gainesville, Florida.

Dr. Marcantoniothen returned to the 

University of Florida College of Dentistry 

and completed a 2 year specialty program in 

Pediatric Dentistry.

"Doctor Cathy" resides in Niceville with her 

husband, Michael (a general dentist) and 

their two children, William and 

Matthew. Her hobbies include running, 

reading, baking, and movies.

Welcome Dr Marcantonio!

ñDr. Catherine Marcantonio
Our Newest Dental Provider

Since CVHN was formed in 2005 we have facilitated 2184 appointmentsfor 704kids. Itôs A Fact:

In 2006, Devon was referred to CVHN from Walton 

Middle School.  She was having pain associated 

with several molars which needed to be extracted.  

CVHN was able to provide her the much needed 

treatment, but it was also determined Devon would 

need braces to correct all of her oral issues.  Devon 

was placed on the waiting list for orthodontic care.  

This past summer an opening came with one of our 

orthodontists and Devon received her braces 

beginning of August 2009.  

She was so grateful she wrote a card to CVHN and 

enclosed the picture below.

�³�,���M�X�V�W���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���V�R���P�X�F�K���I�R�U��
everything you guys have done for me.  I have 
wanted my braces for a very long time and now, 
because or you, I have them.  I am so very grateful.  
�7�K�D�Q�N�V���D�J�D�L�Q�����'�H�Y�R�Q�´������

Itôs All About the Kids!

One of our newest 

providers, Dr. 

Catherine 

Marcantonio was 

born and raised in 

Pensacola, Florida 

Santa Rosa Beach, Florida ïAug. 11, 2009ïThe Children's 

Volunteer Health Network (CVHN),is the first winner of the 

Fueling Good promotion offered by CITGO Petroleum 

Corporation. 

Launched in June 2009, the program is designed to recognize and 

reward the efforts of people across the country who go above and 

beyond to provide a positive impact on the lives of others. Based 

on the underlying principals of solidarity and social development 

held by CITGO and its shareholder, PDVSA, the national oil 

company of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the Fueling 

Good contest invites local heroes to submit their story of doing 

good.  From July though November, five finalists will be selected 

from the entries for a monthly online vote, which will help decide

the winner of gift cards worth a yearôs supply of fuel from 

CITGO. 

CVHN, the first winner of a yearôs supply of gasoline, 
provides free health and dental care to uninsured and underinsured children using a mobile dental clinic. 

The entry submitted by CVHN received the most points, beating out four other finalists, to continue their 

work of spreading hope and health care to school-aged children across Floridaôs Walton and Okaloosa 

counties.

ñWe are always watching our budget, so having a year's supply of free fuel will let us spend that money in 

other ways to continue our work in the community,ò said Jane Bahr, a founding board member of CVHN. 

ñNot only will our prize from CITGO enable our program to reach a wider audience across Floridaôs 

panhandle, but the exposure generated by our involvement in Fueling Good has helped raise our profile 

across the country. We hope that, through this contest, we can make more people aware of the needs of 

uninsured and underinsured children.ò


